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Left, Veronica Yien and Matteo Sassone, founders 

of the SY Design studio in 2022. They developed the 

exterior lines of the Custom Line Saetta 128’, above, 

whose interiors are by ACPV Architects Antonio Citterio 

and Patricia Viel. The profile of the 39.80-metre yacht 

is sleek and dynamic with very balanced fore and aft 

angles, and every detail has a function

FREEDOM 
AS A 

PROJECT 

Founded in Bologna, Italy in 2022 by 

Veronica Yien and Matteo Sassone, SY 

Design deals in sleek, contemporary 

design. The Custom Line Saetta 128’ 

interprets this vision with balanced 

volumes, lightweight stylistic cues and 

spaces designed for a new type of 

young, informal on-board conviviality 

with an emphasis on outdoor living
by Samuela Urbini 

ph. courtesy by Ferretti Group

[ CREATIVE MIND: SY DESIGN ]

One word comes up again and again when talking about 

SY Design – freedom. The freedom to take away, even 

greater than the freedom to add elements. The freedom 

to simplify, to allow function to guide stylistic cues.  This forms the 

basis for the design philosophy that drives the work of Veronica 

Yien and Matteo Sassone, founders of the Bologna-based studio 

that in the space of just a few years has attracted the attention of 

the important players in the yacht-building world. 
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[ CREATIVE MINDS ]

A couple in their work and private life, Yien and Sassone share a 

similar, complementary training background – they attended Milan’s 

European Design Institute, choosing yacht design as the subject for 

their graduate theses. Matteo went on to complete a Master of Yacht 

Design at the Milan Polytechnic and they then joined one of the largest 

nautical design studios in Florence, where they met and developed 

their professional expertise in well-defined areas – Matteo in exteriors, 

eventually taking on the role of head of exterior design, Veronica in 

interiors and décor. In 2022 they decided to strike out on their own, 

establishing SY Design in Bologna, an unconventional but logistically 

sound decision as the city lies mid-way between the big shipbuilding 

yards of the Adriatic and Tyrrhenian. 

“After many years in a very large studio we felt the need to create 

something of our own”, they say. “We wanted to approach projects 

with greater freedom, without being hampered by pre-defined stylistic 

dictates”. A requirement that became a declaration of intent that is now 

a clear design philosophy founded on research into syntheses and a 

contemporary reading of life on board.

Their generation is noticing a change in the type of typical owner and 

is generating design responses to this. “Over the past ten years owners 

have become ever younger”, says Matteo Sassone. “The way yachts are 

used has changed. It’s no longer just a place for the family but a space 

to share with friends, to enjoy in an informal, convivial way”. This has 

resulted in a fluid layout and open spaces, solutions that encourage 

socialising without compromising on rigour and functionality. 

After the current restyling collaboration with the Rio Yachts yard of 

Bergamo, this vision is being given tangible form in the Custom Line 

Saetta 128’, now under construction at the Ferretti Group Superyacht 

Yard in Ancona. It is the studio’s first high-profile project. 

Commissioned to design the exteriors of a planing sports trideck, SY 

Design decided that subtraction was the way to go, complementing the 

interiors by ACPV Antonio Citterio Patricia Viel. “We worked hard on 

simplifying construction”, says Sassone. 

“Removing complexity makes for better construction”. The result is 

a clean, distinctive profile that reinterprets Custom Line’s stylistic 

codes without betraying them. One significant feature is the series of 

windows that creates a central trapezoidal shape, from the main deck 

bulwark to the lower deck windows.

Above, a preparatory sketch of the Custom Line Saetta 128’ highlighting some salient elements in the design, like the rollbar on the sundeck, which drew inspiration 

from the shape of a shark’s fin, and the structural double-C shaped sofa on the forward upper deck evoking the conviviality of gathering around the hearth. On the 

opposite page, the layout with swimming pool on the forward upper deck, located in front of the C-shaped sofas. Below, a detail of the silk-screened glass that 

provides a view of the sea from the interior of the spacious 33 square metre cockpit
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“From the beach a yacht should be recognisable at a 

glance, especially when it involves such strong brands.

We’ve balanced the volumes and had to create 

extremely compact masses, while at the same time 

providing light for the main deck cockpit and upper 

deck saloon. This gave rise to the idea of the silk-

screened windows with a stippled film. From the 

interior they provide a view of the sea but create 

continuity from the exterior”. 

The yacht boasts generous outdoor spaces, with a 33 

square metre cockpit on the main deck and the 25 

square metre upper deck bow area with two large, 

structural C-shaped sofas designed for relaxation 

and socialising. Other noteworthy elements are the 

inclined bow and the recurring theme of suspension, 

which gives the impression of dynamism and lightness. 

This recurs in the deep insert in the upper deck wall 

and beach club aft, f loating on slender chromed steel 

supports. All in all, a youthful, bright and aware vision 

with a promising future.

[ CREATIVE MINDS ]

Above, the aft terrace of 

the upper deck, 40 square 

metres partially shaded by 

the sundeck. Below, the 

forward area of the upper 

deck, 25 square metres with 

structural sofas and pool. 

Opposite page, rendering 

and sketch of the stern. The 

horizontal lines enhance the 

width and the first step in the 

centre becomes a bench 

seat for the beach club and 

sofa, which rests on just two 

chromed steel supports, 

emphasising the lightness of 

this collection of elements


